TOWERS
TOUCHING
'HE HEAVENS

BALLHM,
YCTPEMIEHHBIE
K HEBY







markable spectacle to the ancient cities’

Ensembles. The word minaret (or minora)
means light (of height), in the sense of being a
lighthouse. Commonplace in Muslim countries,
these huge pillars were designed originally for the
Muezzin to call the faithful for prayers. Usually
Minarets were adjacent to mosques and madrassahs
or they formed part of the Ensemble. Typically,
the minaret has a round wide, brick base at ground
level with a steep, internal, spiral staircase leading
to an arched lantern placed at the top of the tower.
Construction of the minaret had to bear in mind
wind force, seismic forces and soil characteristics.

| he silent beauty of the minarets adds a re-

< Panorama of Ichan-Kala,
the city centre of ancient Khiva

Hanopama Huan-xarw. — 20po0cKozo
s0pa opesneti Xuevl

Islam Khodja minaret. Khiva P
Xuea. Munapem Hcaam-Xooxa
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The minarets’ significant role in religious life
meant that the community would add to each
pillar’s decorative form and height as further tribute
to the honour of the encumbent ruler. Even today,
across Uzbekistan, no matter how many modern,
multi-storied buildings are added to the city skyline,
these magnificent towers still captivate our hearts
and are leading examples of Uzbekistan’s cultural
heritage.

Let your soul be inspired and enlightened by
the splendour of our minarets.

WHAPEThl UTPAIOT UCKIIOUYUTENHHYIO POJIb
APXUTEKTYPHBIX aHCAMOJISIX JAPEBHUX FOPO-
JI0B Y 306eKncrana, co3fiaBasi CBOMMI HETOB-
TOPUMBIMHU CHJIYaTaMK MX KPAcoTy U CBOeoGpasue.
Camo cioBo  “munaper” (“mmHOpa”) 0603Ha-
YaeT CBET, 3a3KJKEHHDBIN B BBHICOTE; TaK BO3YKHUTAJICS
OrOHb Ha Masikax. B MycyJbMaHCKUX CcTpaHaX MUHA-
peTbl — 3TU BEPTUKAJIbHbBIE CTOJIIBI — U3HAYAIBHO
ObLIN TTPeIHA3HAYEHbI /IJIsT TIPU3bIBA HA MOJUTBY. Mu-
HapeTbl BO3BO/IUJINCH OKOJIO MeveTeil 1 MeJ[pece WJIH
BXOJINJIA B KOMIIJIEKC TTIOCTPOEK. XapaKTepHBIN IS
Y36ekucrana TUI MUHAPETOB — KPYTJIOCTBOJIbHAS,
pacimmpenHasg KHU3y, UAyMIas TPAMO OT  3eMJIn
KUPIUYHash OalllHsg ¢ KPYTOH BUHTOBOW JieCTHUIIEH
BHYTPHU, YBEHUAHHAs apOYHbIM (DOHAPEM.
BosBesenue atux coopyskeHuit Tpe6oBaJo OT
CTpOHTEJIel He3ayPSI/THOTO MacTepeTBa — HeoOXO/IH-
MO ObLJIO YUUTBIBATh MHOTHE (DAKTOPBI: CUJIY BETpa U
CeliCMIYeCKUX TOJIKOB, CBOICTBA TPYHTOB...
Bousbiee kogmuecTBO MUHAPETOB HAXOIUTCS
B apesHeil XuBe. Korma ¢ Gactuona Akiu-6060
CMOTPHIIIb HA TTAHOpaMy si/ipa ropojia — VuaH-Kaubl,
B3TJISA/T TIPEXK/IE BCETO TIPUKOBLIBAET KOMITO3UIINS 13
YeThIpeX TJIABHBIX XUBUHCKHUX Oamien. llepsas u3
HUX — MuHaper /[)KyMa-Medery, BO3BEJIEHHbBIN B I[eH-
Tpe ropoza. Cienyromii MUHAPET MOCTPOEH y Mede-
i Caitng-6as. B crBope 3Tux AByX MHUHAPETOB —
6amnst Kyk-MuHop. 3a neit — munaper [lanBan-Kapu.
['1a3 He OTOPBaTh OT IIEPEHTM HTUX BETUYECTBEHHBIX
KPacaBlleB, YCTPEMJIEHHBIX B HEGO.
[IImpoxoil M3BECTHOCTHIO TOJb3yETCSI APYTOit
meieBp 30/14ecTBa JipeBHelr XuBbl — Kasbra-MuHOD,
noctpoentbiii B 1855 romy. IloGieckuBasi rosy6oii



Kalta Minor minaret. Khiva
Xuea. Munapem Karvma-munop

A F
TIOJIMTBOM CTE€H, OH BbI/IEJIAETCA CBOUMU PasMepaMu 1

kpacotoii. Ilo 3ambicay, 3TOT MHHApeT, OCTaBIIUIi-
CsI HeJOCTPOEHHBIM TIPU BBICOTE 26 METPOB, TOJLKEH
ObLT CTaTh TJIABHOW BEPTUKAJIBIO HE TOJHBKO XMUBBHI,
Ho u Bceir Ilenrpanbuoit Asun. Iloctpouthb ero pe-
nma B cepepne XX Beka o6ypeBaeMblil 4ecTomo6u-
em Myxamme-AMIH-XaH. BbLIo coopyskeHo GOJIbIIoe
Mezipece, a BOT MUHApPeT IPH JKU3HU BIACTUTENS JI0C-
TpouTh He ycnean. OH moaydnsT Ha3Banue Kasbra-
muHop — Kopotkuit. Ho u B TakoM Bujie 5TOT 3ee-
HOBATO-TOTY6OI IUJINHAP, CJIEeTKa CYy>KUBAIOTNICS



Juma Machiti (mosque). Khiva

Xuea. Munapem [l:xkyma-mewemu
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KHIVA

The majority of minarets are located in Khiva,
Khorezm province. The striking panorama of the
Ichan-Kala from Akshi-bobo bastion captures the
four main minarets of Khiva; the Juma Mosque
(1788) with its 33 metre high minaret in the centre
of the old city; the minaret near the Sayid-bai
mosque (1842); the Kuk-minor tower and the Palvan-
Kari minaret close by. This spectacular cityscape
demands admiration as the minarets tower skywards.

Built in 1855, Kalta-minor is another widely
known monument in ancient Khiva. It is notable
for its dimensions and the shining beauty of the
blue, exterior glaze. Originally intended to be the
main and tallest minaret for the entire Central Asia,
this construction was left unfinished at a height of
26 metres. During the middle of the 19th century,
Mohammad Amin khan, possessed with vanity, com-
missioned this minaret and an adjacent madrassah.
The structure was not completed at the time of this
ruler’s death, so the project ended prematurely and
was renamed Kalta-minor, meaning ‘short’ tower.
The green-blue hues of the glaze on this tower are
stunning and earn exalted praise for this minaret, as
being one of Khiva’s architectural jewels.

The famous Islam-Khodja minaret (56 metres
in height) is the pride of Khiva. The tower stands
more than ten metres higher than the world-famous
Kalon minaret in Bukhara and has a base perimeter
of about twelve metres. The internal, steep spiral
staircase is accessible to tourists who enjoy
clambering to the top of the 175 steps for the
captivating view. The exterior of this minaret is
also worth study. The pillar is lain with glistening
enamelled, polished tiles creating a superb interplay
of light and colour.

BUKHARA

The majestic Kalon minaret (47 metres in
height) towers above single-storey houses and high-
rise buildings. When approaching Bukhara from



Poi Kalon complex. Bukhara
byxapa. Kounaexc Iou-Kanan
Kalon Minaret. Bukhara
byxapa. Munapem Kanan

KBEPXY, BBITJISIUT TPaHAn03HO. MacTepa Tak 1o/10-
Opasii OPHAMEHTATBHYIO OT/IEJIKY, YTO BEPIIMHA €T
CMOTPUTCSI BIIOJIHE 3aKOHYeHHOH, 1 Kajbra-MuHOD
KasKeTcsl OPUTHHAJIBHBIM TBOPEHHUEM 30/I4eCTBA.
lFopiocth XUBUHIIEB — W 3HAMEHUTBIN MHHA-
per Ucaam-Xoaka. Ita rpanano3tas OairHs 6osee
4yeM Ha JIECSITOK METPOB BbIIllE 3HAMEHUTOr0 GyXap-
ckoro MuHapera Kanga. OKpy»KHOCTb €ro— OKOJIO
JIBEHA/IIIATH METPOB. B KAMEHHOM TeJie BBETCSI JIECT-
Huia. JIToGONbITHBIM TypHCTaM, KapaOKaioluuMcst



Registan Ensemble. Samarkand

Camapxano. Ilrowads Pezucman

14

the direction of Khiva, the traveller can see the
tower from a distance of many kilometres, as it
looms on the horizon, at times obscured from view
by the hot sands and then appearing again on the
road ahead. This pillar is decorated with ten bands
of enamelled, lacy brickwork conforming to the
traditional pattern. From its circumference of 6
metres at the top, it widens to a circumference of 9
metres at ground level. The foundations of the
Kalon minaret extend many metres underground
within age-old archeological deposits. A minaret
has stood here since 919.

10 ee CTYTEHSIM Ha BepIIMHY OaltHu, TPUXOJAUTCS
JIEpPIKaTbCsl PYKaMH 32 BBICOKHME U KPYTble KaMeH-
Hble CTyTeHU. 3aTo TeM, KTO IIPEOIOJIeeT BCE CTO
CeMb/IECSIT TISITh CTYIIEHEK M, HAKOHell, BbIIeT u3
TEeMHOI OalllHi Ha CaMyIO ee BEePINUHY, OTKPOETCS
3axBaTbIBaIOIIas aHOpaMa JApeBHeit XUBbI ¢ S6-MeT-
POBOIl BBICOTBI.

Ho o6s3arenbHO BHUMATETbHO PACCMOTPUTE
MUHApeT W cHapysku. Kak TpexkpaceH 3TOT CTOJII,
YBEHUAHHDII 30J10TbIM HaBepieM! MuHaper o6Ju-
1I0BaH OOOKJKEHHBIMU U OTIOJUPOBAHHBIMU KHUP-
nuyukamMu. HecMoTpst Ha 3HaUNUTEIbHBINA 00bEM, OH
Ka’KeTcs JIETKUM, CTPOWHBIM.

B 6marociosennoit Byxape mMHorue Beka Haj
TIPIDKABIIAMICS K 3eMJe TJMHOOUTHBIMU JTOMUIIIKA-
MU, /la ¥ HaJl MHOTOITAKHBIMU COOPYKEHUSIMHU, MO-
JIaBJISId WX CBOWM BEJIITYIIEM, BO3BBIIIAETCS MUHAPET
Kangn. Korga mogbes:xaerb k Byxape co ctopoHbl
XWBBI, 32 MHOTO KWJIOMETPOB [0 TOPOJa B pacKa-
JIEHHOM U KOJIBIIIYIIEMCS HaJl MeCKaMu BO3/yXe
HauMHaeT MagunTh 9Ta BhIcOKas Oamrtg. OHa CJIOBHO
IJIBIBET HABCTPEUy, TO MPOMaJias 32 OTIOTUMHU XOJI-
MaMH, TO BO3HHIKAas CHOBa Bce Oyke 1 OJIKe. JTOT
TOCIIO/ICTBYIOIIUIT HAJl TOPOJIOM TMTaHTCKUN BEPTU-
KAJbHBII CTOJII, CIOKEHHBIN W3 JKKEHOTO KUPIMJa,
JIaeT TI0JTHOE TIpejicTaBieHre 0 (hopMax 1EeHTPATbHOA-
3MATCKUX MIHAPETOB: KPYTJasd, PacliipeHHas KHU3Y
6arrHsi, BHU3Y JUaMeTpoM 9 MeTpoB U 6 METpOB —
BBepxy. OO6mas Bbicota MuHapera Kamsan 47 mer-
POB, HO MHOIOMETPOBOE €r0 OCHOBAaHHE CKPBITO B
riy6uHe 3eMJId, 10/ BEKOBbIMHU HacjoeHusiMu. Haj
CTBOJIOM MIHApETa HABHCJIA MECTHAIIATHAPOYHAS PO-
ToHAa (DOHAPS, OMUPAIONIAsCsS Ha BLICTyHAIOININe



PAIBI KITQKN, 0POPMIEHHDIE B BU/IE CTATAKTHTOBO-
ro KapHu3a.

Ha BepmmHy MuHapera TakKe BeJeT KpyTas
sgectHuna. Ilo Hell Hekorja mojHMMAaTNCh YeTbIpe
MY3/I3WHa, BO3TJAmiasg M0 MATHUIAM CBANICHHYTO
MOJINTBY — a3aH Ha BCe YeTbIPe CTOPOHBI CBeTa.
[IporskHbIE BO3TJIACKI MY3JJI3UHOB COOUPATH TbI-
cg4M MyCyJbMaH K caoxkuBinemycs eiie B X VI Bexe
IeHTpasibHOMy aHcaMbJio Byxapsl, cocrosiiemy
n3 MuHapera Kansan, MeyeTn ¢ TaKUM ke UMeHeM
n Meznpece Mupu-Apa6. C Beprmmnbr KamsgHa ot-
KPbIBaeTCsl COBEPIIEHHO HeMoBTOPUMbI Buj byxa-
PBI, BJEKYIINI CI0/Ia MHOKECTBO TYPHCTOB.

CrBos1 MHHApeTa IOKPBIT BEJIMKOJIEITHBIM pe-
JibeOHBIM Y30pOM U3 KUPIHYA, Pa3OUTBIM HA JECTh
OpPHAMEHTAJIbHBIX MOSICOB, HU O/INH U3 HUX He MOBTO-
psetr apyroro. Ha ogHOM n3 TOSCOB, BBIIOKCHHBIX
PEe3HbIMU TepPPaKOTOBBIMU  IJINTAMHU, COXPAHUJIACDH
HA/IITNCD, COIEpsKAIag /IaTy COOPYKEHWS MUHApeTa:
1127 ron u ums ero crpoutens — bano. 3axopo-
HEHHUe 30/9eTO0 MECTHBIE JKUTEIN YKA3bIBAIOT CPEIH
JIOMOB COCEJ/IHEro KBapTaJa.

N3 Byxapbl MOXHO TIpoexarb K HeOGOJIbIIOMY
ropojiky BaOkeHT, M3BECTHOMY B CTapHHY CBOMMH
MBINTHBIMI - 6a3apaMi ¥ TOHYAPHBIM  TIPOMBICIOM.
N 3nech Ha nojbes/ie K ropojiy yske U3/aai BUHe-
€Tcs BBICOKMIT MUHApeT, OH HOCHUT TO JKe UM, UTO U
ropoj. Jta GamHs — MuHapeT BaGkeHT — ofHO
73 CaMbIX M3BICKAHHBIX MPOW3BEJCHUI 30,[4eCTBA

Minaret of Sher Dor madrassah. Samarkand
Camaprand. Munapem medpece Illep-/lop




Gur-Emir mausoleum. Samarkand

Camapxand. Maszonei I'ypu-Amup
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The 16-vaulted lantern rotunda, supported by
prominent rows of brickwork in the form of
stalactite cornices, hangs over the minaret trunk.
A traditional, steep staircase leads to the top. Four
muezzins used to climb up every Friday in old times
to proclaim a holy prayer (azan) to all four
directions of the world. Their toning voices invoked
thousands of Muslims to the 16th century Bukhara
central Ensemble, consisting of the Kalon minaret,
the Kalon mosque and the Mir-i-Arab madrassah.
The remarkable view of Bukhara from the Kalon
gallery attracts many admirers.

This Kalon minaret shaft bears an inscription
that dates the minaret construction at 1127 and
states the architect‘s name as being Bano. His grave
is located amongst the houses nearby.

VABKENT

Famous for its luxuriant bazaars and pottery,
the small town of Vabkent, 20 kilometres from
Bukhara, also boasts a fragile minaret named after
the town. This refined, 39 metres tall pillar from
the 12th century too, is crowned with a multi-arch
lantern resting above splendid stalactite cornices.
A brick, spiral staircase leads the way to the top.
The minaret trunk is decorated with the bands of
figured brickwork, carved terracotta tiles, Kufic
and divani inscriptions and geometric ornaments
alternating with smooth, finished tiles. The Vabkent
minaret appears more slender and translucent than
its Bukhara counterparts.

SAMARKAND

The original minarets of ancient Samarkand
were mostly constructed to decorate the adjacent
buildings and add to their magnificence. The
powerful silhouettes of the Gur-Emir mausoleum
minarets are bright and festive. The rickety Registan
towers mimic the upward hands of the madrassah.
Almost all Samarkand’s minarets have the same
profile, with the exception of the two located in
the Bibi-Khanum mosque, which were built by
Azerbaijan architects.



Y36exkucrana korra XII Bexka. BosHocsimiics BBbICH
CTPOIHBIN CTBOJI yBEHUYAH MHOTOAPOYHBIM (poHapeM
C TIBITITHBIM CTAJAKTUTOBBIM KapHU30M. /locTudb aToM
POTOH/IBI MOKHO, TOJIBKO TIPEOIONIEB BUPAKN BbIO-
meiicd BHYTPU BUHTOBON KUPIUYHON JIECTHUIIDI.

CTtBO1 MUHapeTa yKpalleH JeKOPaTUBHBIMU
nosicaMn (PUTYPHON KUPIUYHON KJAJKH, PE3HOM
TEPPAKOTBI € AMUTPA(PUKOI U TEOMETPUYECKUM Op-
HaMEHTOM, MEXIYy KOTOPBIMHU IPOJIETAIOT TJIaKHe
oJIs OOJIMIIOBKH.

BaobkenTckuii MuHapeT B cpaBHeHUN ¢ OyXapc-
KUM KayKeTcsl CTpoiiHee 1 cJIoBHO Obl Tr6ue. OH cJio-
JKeH 13 TOHKUX CABOEHHBIX KUPIIMYMKOB, TEPEBI3aH-
HBIX TEPPAKOTOBOIl BCTABKOM, ITOXOKel Ha GAHTHUK.

OpurnHaabHble MUHapeThl aApeBHero Camap-
KaH/ia 6oJIbIIell YacTblo CTPOUJIUCD JIJIST YKPAIIEHUST
COOPYKEHHUI, /IJIsT TpUianust uM 6oJiee BeJTMIeCTBEH-
HOTO BH/IA.

[Tpou3uTesbHO SAPKO W HAPSIHO BBITJIIIAT
YeTKUe CHUJIy3Tbl MUHApeTOB MaB3ojes ['ypu-Amup.
IToxkocusimecs: ke OGamrHm Permcrana TOXOXKHM Ha
MOJIHATBIE K HeOy PyKU 3/IaHuil MeJpece.

[Toutu Bce munrapersr Camapkranga oxHol (op-
Mbl, 32 UCKIIOYEHUEM /IBYX, HAXOJSIMNUXCI B MeUeTn
bu6u-XaubiM — oHM GbLIN HOCTPOEHDI a3epOaii/izKaH-
CKUMH MacTepaMu.

B umcio 3HaunTENbHBIX TPOM3BEAEHUI CTPO-
UTEJbHOTO UCKYCCTBA BXOAUT U OPUTHHAJIBHBIN MU-
Haper, BO3/IBUTHYTBIN Tiepe/l MeYeTbio aHcaMOJist
3anru-ora noj TamrkentoM. Uasiinbie ¢popMbl ero
MIPEeICTAIOT BO BHYTPEHHEM IBOpe aHcaMOJs, YKPbI-
TOM TeHHUCTOH 3eseHbl0. CoOpyskeHHe 3TO elnH-
CTBEHHOE B cBOeM pojie /i Beeit [lentpanbaoit Asum.

MuHnapeTbl U3HAYAIBHO MPEIHAZHAYAINCDH IS
npusbiBa Ha MosnTBY. Co BpeMeHneM MaciiTabbl 3THX
COOPYKEHUN CTaJIN TIPEBOCXOUTD HEOOXOUMbIE JIJIST

TAKOr0 Ha3HAa4yeHMs Ipe/esibl, UX 3axXBaTbIBalolas
JIyX BBICOTA ¥ POCKOIIb aPXUTEKTYPHOTO yOPAHCTBA
CHUMBOJIN3UPOBAJIN MOTYIIECTBO 3eMHbBIX BJIA/IbIK.

N xorst Ttenmepb y MHHAPETOB IIOSIBUJIOCDH
MHOTO COIIEPHUKOB — COBPEMEHHbBIX MHOTO3TaXK-
HBIX COOPYJKEHHI, — 39TU MpeKpacHble GAITHU TJIa-
BEHCTBYIOT B IIAHOpaMe [[PEBHUX TOPOJIOB Y 30eKu-
CTaHa M YCTPEMJIAIOT HAIN JYTIH K MPOCTOPY Hela,
BO3BbIIIAs U IPOCBETJISAS UX.
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Minaret of Zangi-Ota Ensemble,
Tashkent region

Munapem ¢ ancambie 3anzu-oma

TASHKENT

Located in the shady courtyard of the
Ensemble, the polygonal minaret in front of the
mosque of the Zangi-Ota Ensemble near Tashkent
is significant. The beauty of its mosaic work is
perhaps unmatched by any other construction in
the whole of Central Asia.




