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Buddhist Temple excavations,
Fayaz Tepa (old Termez)

Ðàñêîïêè áóääèéñêîãî ìîíàñòûðÿ
íà Ôàÿçòåïà (Ñòàðûé Òåðìåç)

T
he international links between east and west
along the Great Silk Road go way back in
history. This ancient caravan route helped to

develop both trade and cultural exchanges and a
significant part of this story includes the transmis-
sion of Buddhist teachings along this route.

Buddhism was brought to Uzbekistan from
India at the beginning of the 1st century A.D. via
the silk roads enroute to China, Korea and Japan.
Many ancient temples and archaeological discoveries
demonstrate the spread of Buddhism in this region.
Buddhist monuments are found in the southern part
of Uzbekistan and eastern Turkestan.

In 629–645 A.D. the Chinese pilgrim, a Bud-
dhist monk by the name of Xuan Zang (Sanzoh
Houshi), passed through Central Asia on his way
to India. It was during this time that diplomatic,
trade, cultural and spiritual relations between China
and Central Asia were at their peak. This Buddhist
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Japanese view excavations,
Buddhist Temple, Kara Tepa

Òóðèñòû èç ßïîíèè íà ðàñêîïêàõ
áóääèéñêîãî êîìïëåêñà íà Êàðàòåïà

pilgrim recorded all this information in his book
Da Tyan Si Yun Tzi (Notes About Traveling
Through the Western Territory During the Rule of
the Great Tyan). Xuan Zang wrote about the pros-
perity of the Sogdian state and its capital city,
Samarkand.  He also mentioned Chach (Tashkent),
the Fergana Valley, Ustrushan, Kesh and Toharistan
(Bactria).

Buddhist monuments from the time of Xuan
Zang‘s travels through Uzbekistan, were discovered
by archaeologists in the Ayrtam district on the bank
of the Amu-Darya (Oxus) River. The scientist,
M. Masson, who investigated this area in 1932,
unearthed a stone tablet picturing musicians and
garland-bearers, and some of the finest Buddhist
sculptures. In 1936–38, more Buddhist monuments
mentioned by Xuan Zang, were discovered in Kara
Tepa, 18 kilometres north of the ancient city
Termez. Another Buddhist complex was discovered
by the archaeologist, L.Albaum, at Fayaz Tepa. In
1967, a Buddhist sanctuary was discovered near
the village of Dalvarzin Tepa, 120 kilometres from
Termez. In 1983, another Buddhist temple was
found in the same area.

Hidden treasures and gold were discovered
amongst the Dalvarzin diggings in 1972. About 100
articles of gold including pendants, large bracelets,
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Buddhist Stupa Zurmala, Termez district

Áóääèéñêàÿ ñòóïà — Áàøíÿ Çóðìàëà ïîä Òåðìåçîì

È
ñòîðèÿ ìåæäóíàðîäíîãî îáùåíèÿ Âîñòîêà
è Çàïàäà ïî Âåëèêîìó øåëêîâîìó ïóòè
èìååò ãëóáîêèå êîðíè è íàñûùåíà óâëå-

êàòåëüíûìè ñþæåòàìè. Ýòà äðåâíÿÿ êàðàâàííàÿ
äîðîãà ñïîñîáñòâîâàëà íå òîëüêî ðàçâèòèþ òîð-
ãîâëè, íî è âçàèìîïðîíèêíîâåíèþ êóëüòóð ðàçíûõ
íàðîäîâ. Èìåííî ïî Øåëêîâîìó ïóòè â íà÷àëå
íàøåé ýðû íà òåððèòîðèþ Óçáåêèñòàíà èç Èíäèè
ïðîíèê áóääèçì. Îòñþäà ýòà îäíà èç äðåâíåéøèõ
ìèðîâûõ ðåëèãèé ïðîäâèãàëàñü äàëüøå — â Êè-
òàé, Êîðåþ, ßïîíèþ.

Ñâèäåòåëüñòâîì ðàñïðîñòðàíåíèÿ áóääèçìà
íà êàðàâàííîì ïóòè ñëóæàò ñåãîäíÿ ìíîãî÷èñëåí-
íûå äðåâíèå õðàìû è àðõåîëîãè÷åñêèå íàõîäêè.
Êóëüòîâûå ñîîðóæåíèÿ âî ìíîæåñòâå âñòðå÷à-
þòñÿ â ñåâåðî-çàïàäíîé Èíäèè, â þæíîé ÷àñòè
Óçáåêèñòàíà è âîñòî÷íîì Òóðêìåíèñòàíå — íà
îáøèðíûõ ïðîñòðàíñòâàõ áóääèçì ñîçäàë ñâîé
íåïîâòîðèìûé ìèð, ñâîþ óíèêàëüíóþ êóëüòóðó,
âîáðàâ â íåå äîñòèæåíèÿ ìíîãèõ ñòðàí è íàðîäîâ.

Â 629–645 ãîäàõ í.ý. ÷åðåç Öåíòðàëüíóþ
Àçèþ ïî ïóòè â Èíäèþ ïðîøåë êèòàéñêèé ïóòåøå-
ñòâåííèê, áóääèéñêèé ìîíàõ Ñþàíü Öçÿí (Ñàíçî
Õîøè). Ýòî áûëî âðåìÿ, êîãäà äèïëîìàòè÷åñêèé
è òîðãîâûé, êóëüòóðíûé è äóõîâíûé îáìåí ìåæ-
äó Êèòàåì è Öåíòðàëüíîé Àçèåé äîñòèã ñâîåãî
àïîãåÿ. Ñâåäåíèÿ îá ýòîì ñòðàíñòâèè áóääèéñ-
êèé ïàëîìíèê ñîáðàë â ñâîåé êíèãå “Äà Òÿí Ñè
Þí Öçè” (Çàïèñêè î ïóòåøåñòâèè ïî çàïàäíûì
òåððèòîðèÿì âî âðåìåíà ïðàâëåíèÿ â Êèòàå äè-
íàñòèè Âåëèêîãî Òÿíà). Ñþàíü Öçÿí ðàññêàçàë
â íåé êèòàéöàì è ÿïîíöàì î ïðîöâåòàþùåé ñòðàíå
Ñîãä, åãî ñòîëèöå Ñàìàðêàíäå, ñîîáùèë î ×à÷å

(Òàøêåíòå), Ôåðãàíñêîé äîëèíå, Óñòðóøàíå,
Êåøå è Òîõàðèñòàíå (Áàêòðèè), ðàñïîëîæåííûõ
â òå äàëåêèå âðåìåíà íà òåððèòîðèè Öåíòðàëü-
íîé Àçèè. Îí îòìåòèë íàëè÷èå â Òîõàðèñòàíå ìíî-
æåñòâà áóääèéñêèõ õðàìîâ.

Ïåðâûé áóääèéñêèé ïàìÿòíèê âðåìåí ïóòå-
øåñòâåííèêà Ñþàíü Öçÿíà â Óçáåêèñòàíå áûë
íàéäåí àðõåîëîãàìè â ìåñòíîñòè Àéðòàì, íà áå-
ðåãó ðåêè Àìóäàðüÿ. Ïðîâîäèâøèé çäåñü èññëå-
äîâàíèÿ ó÷åíûé Ì. Ìàññîí îáíàðóæèë â 1932
ãîäó íåñêîëüêî âåëèêîëåïíûõ áóääèéñêèõ ñêóëü-
ïòóð è ïëèò ñ èçîáðàæåíèåì ìóçûêàíòîâ è ãèð-
ëÿíäîíîñöåâ.
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Japanese Buddhist monk at excavations, near Termez

Ñëóæèòåëü îäíîãî èç áóääèéñêèõ õðàìîâ ßïîíèè
íà ðàñêîïêàõ ïîä Òåðìåçîì

rings and other unfinished trinkets in a ceramic vessel
were unearthed and have been classified as genuine.
This discovery, weighing 36 kg, was dated back to
the latter part of the 2nd century AD.

Understandably, Dalvarzin Tepa is a popular
destination for scientists and a joint archaeological
expedition led by the Uzbek Institute for Art
Sciences and the Japanese Institute for the Silk
Road, have a permanent base there now. The
expedition governing body represented by famous
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Excavations of Buddhist constructions, Kara Tepa

Ðàñêîïêè îäíîãî èç áóääèéñêèõ ñîîðóæåíèé íà Êàðàòåïà

Â 18 êèëîìåòðàõ ê ñåâåðó îò Òåðìåçà ðàñïî-
ëàãàþòñÿ ðóèíû áóääèéñêèõ õðàìîâ Êàðàòåïà è
Ôàÿçòåïà, ÷åðåç âåêà âíîâü îòêðûòûå ìèðó àð-
õåîëîãàìè. Íà Êàðàòåïà â 1936–1938 ãîäàõ áûë
íàéäåí âòîðîé áóääèéñêèé ïàìÿòíèê, î êîòîðîì
óïîìèíàë Ñþàíü Öçÿí. Òîãäà æå áûëà îáñëåäî-
âàíà áóääèéñêàÿ ñòóïà Çóðìàëà âáëèçè Ñòàðîãî
Òåðìåçà. Åùå îäèí áóääèéñêèé êîìïëåêñ áûë
íàéäåí è ðàñêîïàí àðõåîëîãîì Ë. Àëüáàóìîì íà
Ôàÿçòåïà. Ïðåâîñõîäíûå áóääèéñêèå ñêóëüïòó-
ðû, íàéäåííûå ïðè ðàñêîïêàõ, èçîáðàæàþùèå
Áóääó, Áîäõèñàòâó è ïåðñîíàæåé âåðõóøêè Êó-
øàíñêîãî ãîñóäàðñòâà, îáîãàòèëè ñîêðîâèùíèöó
ïàìÿòíèêîâ äðåâíåé êóëüòóðû Óçáåêèñòàíà.

Â 1967 ãîäó â 120 êèëîìåòðàõ îò Òåðìåçà,
âáëèçè ãîðîäèùà Äàëüâàðçèíòåïà, áûëî íàéäåíî
áóääèéñêîå ñâÿòèëèùå, à â 1983 ãîäó — åùå îäèí
áóääèéñêèé õðàì.

Îñîáîå ìåñòî ñðåäè íàõîäîê àðõåîëîãè÷åñ-
êèõ ýêñïåäèöèé çàíèìàåò ñåíñàöèîííîå îòêðûòèå
â 1972 ãîäó çîëîòîãî êëàäà Äàëüâàðçèíà. Â îá-
íàðóæåííîì êåðàìè÷åñêîì ñîñóäå áûëî ïëîòíî
óëîæåíî îêîëî ñòà çîëîòûõ ïðåäìåòîâ — äèñêè,
áðóñêè, ìàññèâíûå áðàñëåòû, êîëüöà, çàãîòîâêè
äëÿ þâåëèðîâ. Ýòîò êëàä âåñîì â 36 êèëîãðàì-
ìîâ áûë îáíàðóæåí â êóëüòóðíîì ñëîå II âåêà
í.ý. Ãëàâíûì äëÿ ó÷åíûõ ñòàëà õóäîæåñòâåííàÿ
öåííîñòü èçäåëèé, áîëüøèíñòâî êîòîðûõ — ïðî-
èçâåäåíèÿ ïîäëèííîãî èñêóññòâà.

Îòêðûòèÿ àðõåîëîãè÷åñêèõ ýêñïåäèöèé
ïðèâåëè íà Äàëüâàðçèíòåïà ìíîãèõ çàðóáåæíûõ
ó÷åíûõ. Ñåé÷àñ çäåñü ðàáîòàåò ñîâìåñòíàÿ àð-
õåîëîãè÷åñêàÿ ýêñïåäèöèÿ óçáåêñêîãî Èíñòèòóòà

èñêóññòâîçíàíèÿ è ÿïîíñêîãî Èíñòèòóòà Øåëêî-
âîãî ïóòè. Åå ðóêîâîäèòåëè — èçâåñòíûé àðõåî-
ëîã Áàõîäèð Òóðãóíîâ è ïðîôåññîð èç ßïîíèè
Êàòî Êèóçî óâåðåíû: ýòî ãîðîäèùå åùå ïîðàäóåò
ìèð íîâûìè áåñöåííûìè íàõîäêàìè.

Áóääèéñêèå ðàñêîïêè â Þæíîì Óçáåêèñòàíå
ïðèâëåêàþò ê ñåáå âíèìàíèå ìíîãèõ ïóòåøå-
ñòâåííèêîâ. Åæåãîäíî òûñÿ÷è òóðèñòîâ èç ßïîíèè,
Êèòàÿ è Þæíîé Êîðåè ïðèåçæàþò â Óçáåêèñòàí,
÷òîáû ïðîéòè ïî ñëåäàì Ñþàíü Öçÿíà, è íàõîäÿò
çäåñü äëÿ ñåáÿ ìíîãî èíòåðåñíîãî.



Buddhist triad – Buddha and monks discovered
at Fayaz Tepa (now in safe-keeping in the Museum
of the History of the Peoples of Uzbekistan,
Tashkent)

Áóääèéñêàÿ òðèàäà — Áóääà è ìîíàõè.
Ñêóëüïòóðà íàéäåíà íà Ôàÿçòåïà, õðàíèòñÿ
â Ãîñóäàðñòâåííîì ìóçåå èñòîðèè Óçáåêèñòàíà

archeologist from Uzbekistan, Bakhodir Turgunov
and Professor Kato Kuizo from Japan, believe that
this ancient settlement site will continue to reveal
invaluable archaeological finds.

These Buddhist discoveries in the south of
Uzbekistan attract many admirers from Japan,
China and South Korea who visit Uzbekistan
wishing to trace the footsteps of Xuan Zang. Their
hearts desires are fulfilled during these travels when
the guides share the history and show them the
ancient community sites. In fact, the travellers
discover pleasures and wonders in this interesting
area of Uzbekistan, that are beyond their
expectations.


